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1.

Between 1 and 23 Sertember 1955, the following obesgvations were made in the
Fridericus Kaserne 522055 in Neuruppin:

A total of about 70 T-54 tanks were stored in the 4 tank sheds of Unit

Dronov. The 4 tenk sheds of Unit Kovalenko also quartered a tota 1 of some

70 T-54s, while some 30 T-54 tenks, 12 JS-1 tanks and 13 JSU-122 gums were
seen in the 4 sheds of Unit Kusmenkov, formerly Unit Mitrofanov. Supply officer
Mitrofanov had been succeeded by Kusmenkov, who was previously assigned to
the unit at the former Wulokow Estate (2500). A total of apfroximately 75

T-54 tanks were seen in the tanks sheds of Unit Buikovski.

Behind the turret of the T-5/ tanks was a wire lattice, which was removed

from the outside by a soldier. After the lattice had been removed, the

cylinder block rose from below without any support frem eutside., After three
soldiers had worked on the motor for.a short time, a OFams truck removed

the motorblock and replaced it by another motor which, afSe® a few manipulations,
disappeared in the hole which was subsequently covered with the wire

lattice. The lattice was about 1 x 1.5 meters large. The exchange of the

motor took between 45 and 60 minutes., The tSacks of the tanks were exactly

60 em wide (measured with a folding rudi).

The sheds of Unit Buikovski quartered 2 track-leying vehicles which. were
described as follewss y oy :

The vehicles were less wider and longer amd 50 to 8C cm lewer than T-5, éemks.
They had 6 btogie vheels, 1 drive vhésl, 1 guidesfiee] and a track, about

35 cm wide, without track - supporting rollers. The hull ressmbled that of

an emphibious vehicle. The hull rear plate amd the lewer front plate slanted
in an engle of about 50°. In about the middle, of ithe kull roof plate, which
appeared to be even, was a turret similar to that of a T-5, tenk. A gun

of 50 to 60 re prejested from the turret. The barrel of the gun wes fitted
with a rather styeng jaeket about half of its length, 3

C nt. The supply officers mentioned belong to the following units: 25X1

Unit Dronov 49th Gds Tank Regt
Unit Kovelenko 66th Gds Tank Regt
Unit Buikovski A4A&th Gds Tank Regt
Unit Kusmenkov 71st Gds Hv Tank SP Regt

(Mitrofanov)
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therefpre be agsumed that, after the &arri =5 tenks, surplus

7.3/ te¥ks were storeds Only & few old tanks had been transferred to other

units in the zone. On the tasis of the tank types and numbters mentioned

in the present report, the tank regiments mhght be organized as fodlows:

Medium Tank Regt: 2 battalions, each with 35 tenks, plus 2 regimental tanks;
totel 72 tanks;

Hv Tenks SP Regt: 1 battalion with 35 T-54 tanks, 1 battalion with heavy &mnks
and 1 battalion with SP guns.

The tota]l mimber of new tanks indicates, however, that this organization cannot

be & finel one, It is possible that & third bettalion is planned (or has

already been activated) for each medium tank regiment, whid® the previous

Hv Tank SP Regt may be organized into 2 medium tank battelions and 3

battalion with heavy tanks end SP guns. 25X1

Tt im noted that no T-34 tanks were observed with the 7divi§ion.

Comment. The short time needed for the exchhnge of the motorblock tends 25X1
to indicate that this type ef q g be ready for employment within
short time, even when majors work {# nwedessary.

3. Comment. This may be & new type of amphibious tank. Vague indicetions 25X1
of

e existence of type of tank were also reported from Doeberiiz and
leipzig. In mid-July, 18 amphibious s 25X1
_practieed firing on lake Dranse a e 8 craining grounds. 2oK1
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1. Fetween 1 and 23 Se tember 1055, the fellow’ns operrvations weme rade in the
Fridericus.¥asefne :(220:5) .in Neuruppn: 'j‘ . e S
" A total éf Shouw 7C T-5, tenks were $tored in tte 4 tank sheds of Unit
Pronov. The, L-tenk sheds of Unit Yowlenko also quartered & tota 1 of some
7C T-54s, wrile sowe 3C T-54 trnks, 12 JS-1 tanks and;13 JSUnIRR3 fehe vere
seen in the / shéds of Unit Yuarenkev, forrerly Init l'ggofenev.eSuprd$ officer
Mtrafetiov had been succeeded Wy Yuenkov),, who wes reviousiy ssgigned to
the unit et the former Wulokov Fstefie (250C). A total of -ap{toxira‘te]“yﬂs

T-5. tanks were seen in, the-earike-s*eds of nit Tuikovski.

2. Fehind the turret of the T-5, tidke wes & wire lsttice, which was: oved
from the outside by a sel¢ier. Aftér the ldttice hed teen reroved, .ie
cylinder tlock roee fror helow wittout any support from outside. / .er three
scldiers had worked:-on the rotér fur a shart tire, a ¢rane truck reroved
the rotortlock =nd rerlsced it ty amother rotor wkich, after =& few renipulstions,
disapreare in the hole which was ‘Qubsecuently covered vwith the wire
lattice, The lettice was stout 1 x 1.5 reters lsrpe. The exchenre of the
rotor took between /% end ¢ rinutes. The taucks of the tenks were exzctly
6C cr wide (mensured with e folding ruiz).

3. The sheds cf Init Fuikovski cuartere¢ 2 track lzying vehicles which were
described as follows: oo :
The veticles were les: wider and loni:r and 5( to & cm lower than T-5/ tanks:
They tad € ‘ogie wheels, 1 drive wheel, 1 guideheel end a track, about
35 er wide, without track - sugrorting rollers. The hull resertled that of
&n arphibious vehicle. The Fuld reer plate snc the lower front rlate slanted
in sn engle of atout 5(°. In stout the riddle of the hull roof Pleate, which
erreared to be even, was a turrest siriler to thet of a T-54 tank. A gun
of 5C to €C rm rrojected from the turret. The barrel of the gun vas fitted
with & rather strong jecket atout helf of its length. 3

1. Corrent, The supply officers rentioned belong to the following units: 25x1

Unit Dronov /®th Gds Tank Fegt ‘

Unit Kovalenko 6é6th.Cde Tank Regt

Unit Buikovski 4fth Gds Tank Regt

Unit Xusmenkov 71si Gds Hv Tenk SP Regt

(Mitrofanov) : - ) ' .
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It can

therefpre te assuned that, after the errival or some J4U -2 venks, surplus
few old tanks hed tsen transferrec to other
units in the some. On the lasis of the tank types and numbers wventiened
in the presswt repcrt, t-e tank regiments richt be organized es follovs:
Medium Tenk Regt: 2 battalions, each wit.h 35 unks, Flus 2 regipsntal, tanks;

T-3/4 tanks were stored. Only a

total 72 tanks;

tiovvy.

\

Hv Tanks SP Regt: 1 Pattalion with 35 T-5, tanks, 1 tattalion with mvy Aanks
‘apd 1 battalion with SP guns.
The total mizber of new tanks indicetes, however, that this orglniution cannot

te 8 fins]l cne. It is

‘battalion with heavy tanks and §P g\ms.\

.

short tm, wo&,when mjor nuir wﬂio ueo-uq; e

3. ommenrt . This uﬁe a nev f.m of anﬂxibioul tank. Vague isdicetions
of this tvve of tank vere also .xeported from Sedherise and
18 amghibious tamks

e c:dstence of
Leipsig., Ih mid-July,

ppssible that 4. third bettalion is planned (or hes
already Been ectivated) for each red{y tank regirent,
Kv TdhX BF Regt may be organized into 2 redium tenk bettalions and 3

vhils the previous
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